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The Health Knight Rises

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the
Director-General of the World Health
Organization (WHO), is renowned globally
for his leadership in health initiatives,
particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic.
With a strong background in Ethiopia,

where he led a decade-long health program
deploying 40,000 health workers, he achieved
significant milestones such as a 90% reduction
in new HIV infections (2001-2012) and a
60% decrease in maternal and child mortality
rates compared to the year 2000.

Dr. Tedros emphasizes universal healthcare
and encourages nations to allocate 1% of

their GDP to primary healthcare to achieve
universal health coverage by 2030. He stresses
the importance of strong health systems for
global security and equitable access to medical
advancements like vaccines and treatments.
He views vaccines as one of humanity’s
greatest inventions, having saved 154 million
lives over 50 years, but highlights the
disruptions caused by COVID-19, which left
49 million children without at least one
vaccine dose. Dr. Tedros also calls for
continuous research, development, and
access to diagnostics, medicines, and
vaccines to address future challenges,
warning that “time is not on our side.”
He recognizes the global health
community’s role in preparing for future

pandemics and sustainable development

goals. Additionally, he acknowledges the
psychological and operational challenges

in combating misinformation and ensuring
equitable health access.

Dr. Tedros’s leadership and commitment
showcase his dedication to global health
equity, making him a deserving figure at

the helm of WHO. Despite the immense
pressures of his role, his efforts underline the
critical importance of collaboration among
governments, civil society, academia, and
the private sector in addressing global health

challenges.

The Health Knight Rises ‘
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