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Medical Fiction ﬁ

E 4. HOSPITAL its powerful pain-relieving properties.

The word “hospital” comes from the Latin

“hospes,” which means both “guest” and k& 7. HEPARIN

“host.” Originally, hospitals were places The term heparin has an interesting origin. It
where travelers (guests) could find lodging was coined in 1918 by American physiologist
and care. Over time, the focus shifted to “William Henry Howell”. The name is
medical care, and the term evolved to refer derived from the Greek word hUpar (. “Uy),
specifically to healthcare institutions. meaning “liver,” because heparin was initially

isolated from liver cells.
E 5. ANESTHESIA
The Greek word “anesthesia” combines
fiand (without) and fiaisthUsiso (sensation). It
describes the state of being without sensation

or feeling, which is precisely what anesthesia

H )}.iSL;}J\JW}@%aijﬁ@(l()b\?by»

aims to achieve during surgery or medical
procedures.

E 6. MORPHINE

Named after Morpheus, the Greek god of
dreams, morphine was synthesized in 1803 by
German pharmacist Friedrich Sertiirner. It was
initially hailed as “God’s own medicine” for
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The Medical Code:

Decoding the Origins of Medical Terms

“On the occasion of Doctor’s Day and Pharmacist’s Day, let’s explore the
origins of some terms in this field and see where they originally come from.”

E 1. PATIENT

The term “patient” has an interesting origin. It
comes from the Latin word “patiens,” which
means “I am suffering.” Initially, it referred to
someone who was suffering or injured. Over
time, it specifically came to denote a sick
person receiving medical treatment. So, while
there isn’t a direct link between illness and
patience, the word itself reflects the idea of
enduring suffering.

E 2. QUARANTINE

This word has its roots in the Italian language.

During the 14th century, ships arriving in
Venice from plague-affected areas were

required to anchor in isolation for 40 days
(the Italian word for 40 is “quaranta’). This
practice aimed to prevent the spread of
disease. Over time, “quarantine’” came to
signify any period of isolation or restriction
due to illness or contagion.

E 3. VACCINE

The term “vaccine” traces back to the Latin
word “vacca,” which means “cow.” In the 18th
century, Edward Jenner noticed that milkmaids
who contracted cowpox (a mild disease) were
immune to smallpox. He used material from
cowpox sores to inoculate people against
smallpox, coining the term ““vaccination.”
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